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the full version; as a gardener he would be likely
specially to notice it. The great frosts, the storms
and the dry or wet periods are always recorded.

Like a number of other diarists Evelyn makes some
reflections on the anniversary of his birthday. These
are pious thanksgivings which show his deeply
religious nature. In 1680, on his sixtieth birthday, he
writes:

"$oth October. I went to London to be private,
my birthday being the next day, and I now arrived
at my sixtieth year; on which I began a more
solemn survey of my whole life, in order to the
making and confirming my peace with God, by an
accurate scrutiny of all my actions past, as far as
I was able to call them to mind. How difficult
and uncertain, yet how necessary a work! The
Lord be merciful to me, and accept me! Who. can
tell how oft he offendeth? Teach me, therefore, so
to number my days, that I may apply my heart
unto wisdom, and make my calling and election
sure. Amen, Lord Jesus!"

On his eightieth birthday:

October. My birthday, now completed the
eightieth year of my age. I with my soul render
thanks to God, who, of His infinite mercy, not only
brought me out of many troubles, but this year
restored me to health, after an ague and other
infirmities of so great an age, my sight, hearing,
and other senses and faculties tolerable, which I
Implore Him to continue, with the pardon of my
sins past, and grace to acknowledge by my improve-
ment of His goodness the ensuing year, if it be His
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